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North Hinksey Parish Council Office 
First Floor, 5 Church Way 

Botley, Oxford OX2 9TH 
Tel:   07494 054581                               

E-mail:  clerk@northhinksey-pc.gov.uk 

 
18th December 2020 
 
Trustees of the 4th Oxford Scout Group 
 
Dear Trustees 
 
Following last night’s Council meeting I am now in a position to respond more fully to your letter of 
9th December. 
 
Given that there are a number of statements in your letter which fundamentally differ from 

NHPC’s understanding of the current situation I have been asked to outline our position here, 

which is in line with legal advice given to us by our solicitors, and can be summarised as follows: 

• The former lease expired on 1st July 2020 following on from implementation of a S25 

Notice which was not challenged in the courts. After this expiry there were no longer any 

rights held by the Scout Group / SATC in relation to the Landlord and Tenant Act. 

• A new 1 year lease specifically excluding those rights was offered by NHPC, and this was 

provisionally agreed by the Scout Group on the understanding that there was an 

expectation it would be signed by the end of that month. 

• To allow the Scout Group to remain in the Scout Hut whilst a new lease was being 

negotiated and signed a Tenancy at Will was put into place. There was no indication from 

NHPC or our solicitors that this was anything but a temporary measure, and there was 

always a requirement for the new lease to be signed within a reasonable period of time, 

which was communicated by our solicitors on numerous occasions. 

• The Tenancy at Will could have been terminated by NHPC at any time, however several 

extensions to the deadline for signing the lease were offered by NHPC, with the final 

deadline being set at 26th November 2020, well over 4 months from the time that the full 

wording of the new lease was provided to the Scout Group, and nearly 4 months after the 

original deadline for signing. 

• The motion voted on in the Council meeting of 15th October 2020 (which set the final 

deadline of 26th November plus a subsequent requirement to vacate the Scout Hut by 31st 

December 2020 if that deadline was not met) was approved by a majority of 9 to 3. 

• The final deadline for signing the new lease of 26th November 2020 was not met, and our 

solicitors communicated the fact that this resulted in the Tenancy at Will being 

immediately withdrawn and the deadline for vacating the Scout Hut by 31st December 

being imposed. 
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Regarding the Judicial Review, we note the High Court Order from the Honourable Mrs Justice 
Lang DBE, refusing the application for interim relief, and stating the following reasons: 
 
This is a long-running dispute regarding the lease of a Scout’s Hut which the Defendant purports to 

have terminated under the terms of the Landlord & Tenant Act 1954, and the scouts group now 

remain in possession as a tenant at will. They have been given notice to vacate by 31 December 

2020. Despite the way in which this application has been drafted, the Administrative Court is not 

the appropriate forum for the resolution of this dispute at this stage. The validity of the termination 

of the tenancies, and any application for a stay, have to be determined within the statutory 

framework of a landlord and tenant case in a civil court. 

We also note that on a number of occasions during the period from July to November 2020 James 

Wynne informed our solicitors that the reason he had not progressed in the process of agreeing 

and signing the new lease was because he was too busy at work, and that it would be a matter of 

weeks, if not months before he would be able to give it his attention.  

Although the Scout Group might wish to gain legal advice on various matters, we are unsure why, if 

this was considered essential, that no action was taken to do so when the S25 Notice was received 

in December 2019, or at any other time over the past year.  

NHPC has a responsibility to manage this recreational land in a manner which will benefit the 

whole community. A number of Councillors have spent a lot of time and effort putting together a 

recreational strategy to improve the facilities on the Louie Memorial Fields. The creation of a new 

pavilion, with improved facilities for the scouts, at no cost to the scouts, is a major part of 

providing improved recreation for the community. 

At its meeting on 17th December Council passed the following resolutions: 
 

• To extend the period that the Scouts Group are allowed access to the Scout Hut to remove 

their belongings to a later deadline of 1st March 2021, by which time they must vacate the 

premises. 

• To separately make a new offer to the Scout Group of a short-term lease, with the terms 

being the same as included in the previous 1 year lease offered to them in July 2020 other 

than the expiry date of this new lease now being set at 30th April 2022. There is a deadline 

of 24th February 2021 for returning a signed copy of this new lease, which, if met, negates 

the need for the Scout Group to vacate the premises by 1st March 2021. Should this 

deadline not be met then that deadline for vacating the Scout Hut remains in place. 

• Plan for a public meeting to re-engage the community on options for the future of both the 

Pavilion and the Scout Hut. A proposal on this will be presented at the January meeting. 

• The Clerk to write to Knights asking them to convey the above decisions to the Scouts. 
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Overall we remain of a firm opinion that in order to move forward in a way that would allow the 
Scout Group to remain in the Scout Hut for a further period there would be a necessity for a new 
lease to be signed which establishes an appropriate legal basis for occupation. Any further formal 
offers from NHPC in that respect will continue to be communicated to you by our solicitors. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Sharon Henley 

Sharon Henley 
Clerk to North Hinksey Parish Council 
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