
Oxford to Cambridge Expressway 
public information meeting

7.30pm Thursday 7th November, Seacourt Hall

David Kay – Chairman, North Hinksey Parish Council

A brief overview of the proposed Oxford to Cambridge 
Expressway, the process, and where we are now.



The Expressway

It’s not just a road, you get the joy 
of a Growth Arc thrown in too!





The Highways England website has details about the project at:
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/oxford-to-cambridge-

expressway-home/

There is a useful Library of downloadable official documents, 
and you can subscribe to receive e-mails notifying you of any 

important announcements (recommended).

Plus they show timelines of the whole project from the first 
ideas of the National Infrastructure Commission in December 

2014, to Highways England coming on board in 2017, 
announcement of the preferred corridor in 2018, and their 

hope to open the road around 2030 ……

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/oxford-to-cambridge-expressway-home/




So exactly where have they got to in the process?

In September 2018 Highways England announced the preferred 
corridor, which runs north from the A34 at Didcot continuing around 
Oxford, either: 

• to the west side of Oxford before then turning north east 
or 

• to the south of Oxford taking a north east path from an earlier point 
somewhere near Abingdon

The Expressway would then continue along a route roughly aligned 
with the east-west railway towards Milton Keynes and the M1.

And this is what it looks like ….





Central Government: 
Highways England

Ministry of Housing
Members of Parliament

Oxfordshire Growth Board:
Oxfordshire County Council

District Councils
Oxford City Council

Who has been involved in the process so far?

This lot are in 
charge of the 
process

And these are 
some of the main 
stakeholders, 
involved in early 
consultations but…



… all of the Councils on the Growth Board except 1 (Cherwell) 
have in recent months moved to a position where they 

officially oppose the Expressway scheme as a whole.

Depending on the results of the General Election this lack of 
political support for the scheme within Oxfordshire could 

potentially end up leading to a review of the project at 
Government level, especially if costs rise and the expected 

economic benefits become even more marginal.



North And West Parishes Expressway Group
No Expressway Alliance
No Expressway Group
Expressway Action Group
BBOWT
Oxford Friends of the Earth
Campaign to Protect Rural England

These are some of the organisations that have been 
campaigning against the Expressway, and trying to keep the 
public well informed:



They include environmental organisations as well as umbrella 
organisations containing Parish Councils and other bodies as 

members aiming to put forward the local viewpoint.

NAWPEG includes Parish Councils along and near to the A34 
from the north of Abingdon up to the M40, with both Cumnor 

and North Hinksey Parish Councils heavily involved.

A considerable number of NAWPEG members are also 
members of NEA (which operates across Oxfordshire), and 

there is a high level of co-operation between these two 
organisations as well as with NEG (based around Otmoor).



What about Individual Parish Councils?

They haven’t been allowed to be involved in any early consultations, 
and just limited to inputting information over the past year about 

potential negative impacts of any routes running through their parish.

Effectively Parish Councils haven’t been asked their opinion by 
Highways England, although a large number are known to heavily 

oppose the Expressway scheme as a whole, and have used the 
umbrella campaigning organisations to put forward their views.  

And the General Public???



Lets have a look at Highway’s England’s ongoing timeline again:

The planned 2019 public consultation has now been delayed 
until after the General Election, presumably to early 2020. We 
don’t know which routes will be proposed, but there will be 3 
options to the west of Oxford, which might include these 2 …





Whichever detailed routes are put forward for consultation 
they will have horrendously negative impacts on local 

communities throughout Oxfordshire. Don’t miss out on 
this first opportunity to have a say in the process.

To keep up with the latest news on the Expressway sign up 
for notifications from Highways England, and watch out for 

updates on the North Hinksey Parish Council website at

www.northhinksey-pc.gov.uk

http://www.northhinksey-pc.gov.uk/

