
1 

 

A Guide to Expressway Groups in the 

Oxon/Bucks Region 

Produced by the No Expressway Group and                        

North and West Parishes Expressway Group                       

There are now many organisations and groups campaigning against various aspects of the Oxford-

Cambridge expressway.  Below is a by no means exhaustive list of the major players, with a few 

notes of our interactions with them.  The groups are given in more or less chronological order of 

their origins, or of interest in the expressway by already existing groups, such as CPRE, the Wildlife 

Trusts etc. 

Expressway Action Group, EAG. 

https://www.expresswayactiongroup.com 

People living in or near Cuddesdon, Oxon, became aware of the expressway threat long before most 

of us, and established the Expressway Action Group (EAG, Chair Peter Rutt) in late 2017, originally 

concentrating on fighting against the expressway in Corridor A only.   

EAG states that it is against any new expressway, and instead promotes the use of existing roads for 

the expressway, i.e.  the A34 around the West of Oxford City and the A421 to Milton Keynes.  Thus it 

favours what CPRE (see below) calls the ‘least worst’ option of using existing roads wherever 

possible. 

EAG spread awareness of the expressway threat through its website, and by giving talks at village 

meetings. It now has a membership of 47 villages, mostly in the southern part of the expressway 

corridor in Oxfordshire.   

EAG was the first expressway group to be recognised by Highways England (HE) in 2018 as an official 

Stakeholder Reference Group (SRG), thus joining an array of interested parties, businesses, Local 

Enterprise partnerships, bus companies and potential investors in the expressway - including 

British/American Tobacco (BAT)!  During late 2017 and during 2018, stakeholders were invited to 

periodic Highways England presentations on the expressway, and gave limited feed-back on 

expressway plans.   EAG continues to believe that Highways England would simply stop listening if it 

fought against the proposed expressway altogether, and that it would then not be invited to future 

meetings with Highways England or with other influential players in government.  However, other 

stakeholders such as Friends of the Earth (FoE), CPRE, BBOWT and the Ramblers' Club, all concerned 

about the harm the expressway might do, were also invited to these Highways England meetings, 

and have also met with Ministers.   

Originally, SRGs (162 by March 2018) were the ONLY people allowed to feed into Highways England 

new information about any of the expressway corridors (e.g. new wildlife sites, or videos of otters 

etc.).  The EAG therefore held the unique position of being the only local portal through which 

anyone could submit such information.   Seeking clarification of this issue the No Expressway Group 

https://www.expresswayactiongroup.com/
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made contact with Highways England, both via Freedom of Information requests  and by talking with 

Matt Stafford (Project Director – Ox-Cam Expressway) and established towards the end of 2018 that 

ANYBODY can submit information directly to Highways England (this is to Highways England’s 

advantage because Highways England's plans in the past have been stopped through incomplete 

knowledge of the local area through which it threatened to run a road - e.g. the A27 Arundel 

bypass).    

Please do encourage anyone in your village and area to submit heritage data, wildlife information, 

requests for expressway information, requests for MORE public consultation etc. etc. to Highways 

England using the direct Ox-Cam expressway email address (below).  The more the better, and the 

sooner the better.  By engaging directly with Highways England in this way individuals and groups 

effectively become stakeholders of a sort.  

Towards the end of 2018, Highways England opened up the SRG list (which, until that time, apart 

from the interested parties listed above, also included only District and County Councils) and began 

to include Parish Councils and other groups as a result of holding a series of display events to which 

local parishes were invited.  By July 2019 there were 428 registered Stakeholder Reference Groups. 

Highways England has now formalised the process whereby both individuals and groups can become 

official stakeholders via the registration process described below. 

How to register as an Ox-Cam expressway stakeholder 

Highways England now has a dedicated expressway website here: 

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/oxford-to-cambridge-expressway-home/ 

but it is still not made clear there that there are two different categories of stakeholder, one for 

individuals and one for groups such as Parish Councils and Community groups.  The dedicated 

website directs all traffic only to the individual sign-up process. 

Our NEG website explains both routes for signing up:  

https://www.noexpressway.org/news-updates/2019/8/21/8y4vj1qcnrvgo77mtccsazga8hk7gj 

and we strongly recommend that groups such as Parish Councils register via the direct email address 

of oxfordtocambridgeexpressway@highwaysengland.co.uk as explained on our website.  You must 

specify in your email that you want to register as a Stakeholder Reference Group (SRG), and please 

do not be fobbed off if, in reply, they try to re-direct you to the individual sign-up route.  If you are a 

group, you need to register as an SRG. 

Although we have been told that both individuals and groups will receive the same email 

communications from Highways England at the same time, the status of SRGs is higher than that of 

individuals.  For example, Highways England periodically releases a list of registered SRGs (it 

sometimes takes a Freedom of Information request to extract such lists!), but not of individuals.  We 

believe that Highways England will take more notice of SRGs than of individuals. 

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/oxford-to-cambridge-expressway-home/
mailto:oxfordtocambridgeexpressway@highwaysengland.co.uk
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All registered individuals and groups will receive advance email warning of the 10-week expressway 

consultation period, now delayed probably until after the election results in December of this year. 

Campaign to Protect Rural England, CPRE 

 https://www.cpre.org.uk/search?q=expressway 

CPRE campaigns against un-necessary development of the countryside and is a strong critic of 

Oxon's inflated housing targets.  CPRE did a brilliant analysis of Oxford's unmet housing needs and 

the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) that drove it: 

 https://www.cpre.org.uk/media-centre/latest-news-releases/item/4159-how-flawed-housing-

targets-threaten-our-countryside?highlight=WyJveGZvcmQiLCJveGZvcmQncyIsInNobWEiXQ== 

The official CPRE position was given in a January 2019 press release that sets this out and argues for 

wide-scale public consultation on the growth and expressway proposals: 

https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/4956-cpre-policy-oxford-

milton-keynes-cambridge-

arc?highlight=WyJveGZvcmQiLCJveGZvcmQncyIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSdzIiwiZXhwc

mVzc3dheSIsImV4cHJlc3N3YXknLiIsIm94Zm9yZCBjYW1icmlkZ2UiLCJveGZvcmQgY2FtYnJpZGdlIGV4cH

Jlc3N3YXkiLCJjYW1icmlkZ2UgZXhwcmVzc3dheSJd 

Early in 2018, CPRE produced a simple map showing possible routes of the expressway around 

Oxford.  This map was published in the Four Parishes Newsletter (covering Beckley, Forest Hill, 

Horton-cum-Studley and Stanton St John) in early 2018.  It was the first time we in Horton became 

aware of the expressway threat and led very quickly to the foundation of the Horton-cum-Studley 

Expressway Group (now renamed the No Expressway Group (NEG), below). 

 

Need not Greed Oxon, NNGO: Planning for Real Need not Spectacular Greed in Oxfordshire 

http://www.neednotgreedoxon.org.uk/ 

As its name suggests, this group, chaired by Peter Jay and currently run out of the CPRE offices in 

Watlington, focuses only on Oxfordshire.  It is a strong critic of what is happening to housing in 

Oxfordshire, and campaigns for more social housing.  It produced a decent list of questions to ask of 

Councillors up for the 2019 elections in Oxon.  You can find them here: 

http://www.neednotgreedoxon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Elections-2019-QA-

candidates-v2.pdf 

 

Save Otmoor 

 https://saveotmoor.org/ 

https://www.cpre.org.uk/search?q=expressway
https://www.cpre.org.uk/media-centre/latest-news-releases/item/4159-how-flawed-housing-targets-threaten-our-countryside?highlight=WyJveGZvcmQiLCJveGZvcmQncyIsInNobWEiXQ
https://www.cpre.org.uk/media-centre/latest-news-releases/item/4159-how-flawed-housing-targets-threaten-our-countryside?highlight=WyJveGZvcmQiLCJveGZvcmQncyIsInNobWEiXQ
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/4956-cpre-policy-oxford-milton-keynes-cambridge-arc?highlight=WyJveGZvcmQiLCJveGZvcmQncyIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSdzIiwiZXhwcmVzc3dheSIsImV4cHJlc3N3YXknLiIsIm94Zm9yZCBjYW1icmlkZ2UiLCJveGZvcmQgY2FtYnJpZGdlIGV4cHJlc3N3YXkiLCJjYW1icmlkZ2UgZXhwcmVzc3dheSJd
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/4956-cpre-policy-oxford-milton-keynes-cambridge-arc?highlight=WyJveGZvcmQiLCJveGZvcmQncyIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSdzIiwiZXhwcmVzc3dheSIsImV4cHJlc3N3YXknLiIsIm94Zm9yZCBjYW1icmlkZ2UiLCJveGZvcmQgY2FtYnJpZGdlIGV4cHJlc3N3YXkiLCJjYW1icmlkZ2UgZXhwcmVzc3dheSJd
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/4956-cpre-policy-oxford-milton-keynes-cambridge-arc?highlight=WyJveGZvcmQiLCJveGZvcmQncyIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSdzIiwiZXhwcmVzc3dheSIsImV4cHJlc3N3YXknLiIsIm94Zm9yZCBjYW1icmlkZ2UiLCJveGZvcmQgY2FtYnJpZGdlIGV4cHJlc3N3YXkiLCJjYW1icmlkZ2UgZXhwcmVzc3dheSJd
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/4956-cpre-policy-oxford-milton-keynes-cambridge-arc?highlight=WyJveGZvcmQiLCJveGZvcmQncyIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSdzIiwiZXhwcmVzc3dheSIsImV4cHJlc3N3YXknLiIsIm94Zm9yZCBjYW1icmlkZ2UiLCJveGZvcmQgY2FtYnJpZGdlIGV4cHJlc3N3YXkiLCJjYW1icmlkZ2UgZXhwcmVzc3dheSJd
https://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/item/4956-cpre-policy-oxford-milton-keynes-cambridge-arc?highlight=WyJveGZvcmQiLCJveGZvcmQncyIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSIsImNhbWJyaWRnZSdzIiwiZXhwcmVzc3dheSIsImV4cHJlc3N3YXknLiIsIm94Zm9yZCBjYW1icmlkZ2UiLCJveGZvcmQgY2FtYnJpZGdlIGV4cHJlc3N3YXkiLCJjYW1icmlkZ2UgZXhwcmVzc3dheSJd
http://www.neednotgreedoxon.org.uk/
http://www.neednotgreedoxon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Elections-2019-QA-candidates-v2.pdf
http://www.neednotgreedoxon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Elections-2019-QA-candidates-v2.pdf
https://saveotmoor.org/
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This campaign was started by Beckley villagers around about the same time as we founded the NEG.  

It produced a good website at a very early stage, and the ‘Save Otmoor’ petition that managed to 

get 10,000 signatures within the space of about 6 months or so.   

The website has some excellent and charming Save Otmoor pictures done by the junior school 

children of Beckley School, and some beautiful landscape and wildlife videos made by Steve de Vere 

in 2018.   

Although the website is still maintained, the Beckley group’s activities are currently ‘on hold’, 

waiting for the routes consultation. 

 

No Expressway Group, NEG, formerly known as the Horton-cum-Studley Expressway Group 

(HcSEG) 

Peter Rutt of EAG and Michael Tyce (CPRE Trustee) came and gave a talk in our village (Horton-cum-

Studley) in March 2018 and, very soon afterwards, we established the HcSEG.  You can read about 

our activities in the past year or so here: 

https://www.noexpressway.org/ 

The Campaign archive gives most detail of our activities to date: 

https://www.noexpressway.org/our-impact 

It includes a couple of YouTube clips of two major events in 2018: 

Riot at the Fair 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eq8eL8jxF_c&feature=youtu.be 

Walk the Moor 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-s7JWgAqkA&feature=youtu.be 

Last year we put up roadside posters across greater Otmoor and leafletted all seven Otmoor villages, 

as well as taking our expressway pagoda (information tent) to a number of local village fetes.  We 

like to think that our activities, plus those of many others, including Save Otmoor (above), caused a 

change in the original Corridor B to one that now excludes ‘greater Otmoor’, i.e. the area within the 

M40 loop around Oxford City.  

We are members of EAG and NEA and some of our group are on NEA committees.  Our group now 

has members from Horton-cum-Studley, Stanton St. John, Beckley, Elsfield, Charlton-on-Otmoor and 

Forest Hill, so we are effectively a working group for the Otmoor region. Additionally, we are in close 

contact with BBOWT, RSPB and CPRE. 

This year, as we have examined the expressway threat in more detail, we have cast the net wider, 

and contacted other villages in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire that we think are under particular 

https://www.noexpressway.org/
https://www.noexpressway.org/our-impact
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eq8eL8jxF_c&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-s7JWgAqkA&feature=youtu.be
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threat (hence also our name change).  We have had positive responses from all those villages who 

have replied so far.  They have asked us to put up our campaign posters and have contributed to 

their costs, and we have spoken at many Village and Annual Parish Meetings, including Charlton, 

Bicester, Wendlebury, Holton, Charndon, Long Crendon, Beckley, Brill, Piddington, Marsh Gibbon, 

Islip, Chearsley, Winslow, Launton, Oakley, Haddenham, Sunningwell, Horton, Wavendon, 

Ludgershall and Botley.  We are also due to speak at Wotton Underwood, Grendon Underwood & 

Edgcott and North Marston before the end of the year. 

As a result of these meetings, several villages have set up their own expressway groups, all under the 

NEG ‘banner’, and we now hold monthly meetings of this group of groups, under the heading 

‘Stronger Together’.  We welcome new groups joining our Stronger Together team at any time.  We 

share information and expertise across the group structure (for example the Oakley group produced 

a flyer which has now been modified and used by other groups). 

The same meetings have also produced individuals who are now active in developing the NEG 

campaign (website, communications, marketing, official document analyses etc. etc.).  We are not 

just stronger together, but better together, too! 

Our fortnightly expressway ‘Update’ newsletter is now sent out to 52 Parish Councils and 

Community groups (in Oxon, Bucks and Beds), and our website newsletter now goes to more than 

600 people every fortnight.  If you are reading this document but are not yet receiving our 

newsletter, please sign up now! 

https://www.noexpressway.org/contact-us 

The NEG email address is noexpresswaygroup@gmail.com 

 

No Expressway Alliance, NEA 

https://www.noexpresswayalliance.org/ 

This is an alliance of anti-expressway individuals and groups, under the umbrella of the Oxford 

branch of Friends of the Earth.  This group aims to catalyse the activities of local groups across the 

whole Oxford-Cambridge Arc, with the combined aim of cancelling the expressway and promoting 

East West Rail (EWR) as the alternative, more effective and less polluting form of public transport.  

The group, which was officially launched late in 2018, has a growing membership which now 

includes all Parishes and others that were already members of Need Not Greed Oxon (above).  

Within the NEA, there are many different single-interest groups from Oxford city concerned about 

global warming, re-cycling, water shortages, transport policy etc. etc.   

Friends of the Earth have an excellent record in campaigning against environmentally damaging 

projects such as the expressway.  We have to thank FoE for its success, more than 40 years ago, at 

preventing the M40 from running right through Otmoor.  As a result, the M40 was diverted to run 

around the outside of what we now call ‘greater Otmoor’, an area that includes the RSPB Reserve, 

several SSSIs and Ancient Woodlands, including Bernwood Forest.  Many of these areas were 

https://www.noexpressway.org/contact-us
mailto:noexpresswaygroup@gmail.com
https://www.noexpresswayalliance.org/
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declared SSSIs, or made into Reserves, after this M40 decision, emphasising that even today we 

cannot assume that all precious wildlife areas are sufficiently recognised and protected. 

NEA held an important Expressway meeting in Bicester in March 2019, funded by the FoE London 

HQ. 

The NEA anti-expressway campaign is not yet a national FoE campaign, although we hope that it will 

become one.  We think that more concern shown about the expressway over a wider area could well 

tip the balance here.   

 

North Otmoor No Expressway, NONE 

This was started by Terry Pollard of Charlton-on-Otmoor Parish Council.  Terry has recently taken 

over as Chair of the NEA.  

NONE was the first Oxon group to make an effort to contact villages over the Oxon border into Bucks 

and invited several to very well-attended meetings in Charlton in 2018 and 2019.  

 

Buckinghamshire Expressway Action Group, BEAG 

Deborah Lovatt single-handedly set up the impressive BEAG website here: 

 http://www.beag.org.uk/ 

BEAG were originally members of the EAG and has now set up a separate Buckinghamshire 

organisation.   

 

Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust, BBOWT, and The Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, 

Cambridgeshire and  Northamptonshire, BCNWT 

https://www.bbowt.org.uk/search?search=expressway 

https://www.wildlifebcn.org/search?search=expressway 

Wildlife Trusts are very concerned about the loss of habitats the expressway plus houses involve.  

They highlight these disadvantages but seem reluctant to come out against the expressway 

altogether.  They appear to be adopting a milder form of 'least worst' option,  pointing out that 

Corridor B – the Highways England preferred Corridor -  threatens more sites than other corridors. 

Our No Expressway Group (at that time known as HcSEG) first realised that Highways England is in 

contravention of the Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) regulations (and the Aarhus 

Convention) to which the UK Govt is a signatory, and obtained some pro bono advice from FTB 

Chambers via Emma Mortlake of the Environmental Law Foundation (ELF).  Their solicitor, Merrow 

Golden, agreed with our initial assessment and wrote to Highways England challenging this lack of an 

http://www.beag.org.uk/
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/search?search=expressway
https://www.wildlifebcn.org/search?search=expressway
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SEA.  Highways England brushed this aside but ELF/FTB persevered.  We passed on all of this 

information and legal contacts to BBOWT (because it began to look to us that pursuing this on our 

own would be very expensive) and they took up launching a (crowd-funded) Judicial Review 

challenge of Highways England's handling of expressway plans.  A February 2019 High Court decision 

agreed with the Judicial Review challenge but, in July 2019, the High Court ruled against BBOWT, 

which means that the Government can press ahead with the expressway scheme without carrying 

out any Strategic Environmental Assessment of the likely environmental damage the expressway will 

do.  BBOWT stated…. 

“BBOWT challenged the government for its failure to conduct a Strategic Environmental Assessment 

(SEA) and Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) – requirements under European law – before it 

chose a preferred corridor for the Expressway. This failure excluded key stakeholders, including 

expert ecologists, from the decision-making process, and the government chose the corridor that 

evidence shows to be the worst option for wildlife.” 

Details can be found on the BBOWT site: 

https://www.bbowt.org.uk/news/environment-loses-out-expressway-judicial-review 

 

North and West Parishes Expressway Group, NAWPEG 
 
This is an umbrella group mainly consisting of Parish Councils along and near to the A34, from North 
Abingdon up to the M40. Although many members have agreed a firm anti-Expressway stance and 
have also joined other campaigning organisations such as NEA some have not yet decided on their 
position.  
 
NAWPEG provides a forum for all Parish Councils in the defined area to meet, share information and 
discuss the Expressway. The emphasis is on enabling individual Parish Councils to take actions 
spreading the word to residents and local media in their area in the way that they consider most 
appropriate. 
 
The organisation arose from a combination of actions taken by North Hinksey Parish Council and the 
Sunningwell Parishioners Against Damage to the Environment (SPADE), both of which independently 
began inviting nearby Parish Councils to a series of meetings from 2018 onwards. The first combined 
meeting of the newly formed group occurred in early 2019.  
 
The Chairman of NAWPEG is David Kay (who is also the Chairman of North Hinksey Parish Council), 
and the Deputy Chairman of NAWPEG is Colin Thomas (SPADE). 
 
Currently around 15 Parish Councils are active members of NAWPEG. A series of public information 
events organised in several locations by various combinations of members has taken place in late 
2019, and further events are planned to coincide with the delayed public consultation on possible 
routes, expected to now take place in early 2020. 
 
NAWPEG’s online presence is hosted on the North Hinksey Parish Council website at 
https://northhinksey-pc.gov.uk/committees/environment-wellbeing-committee/oxford-cambridge-
expressway-working-group/nawpeg/  

https://northhinksey-pc.gov.uk/committees/environment-wellbeing-committee/oxford-cambridge-expressway-working-group/nawpeg/
https://northhinksey-pc.gov.uk/committees/environment-wellbeing-committee/oxford-cambridge-expressway-working-group/nawpeg/

