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North Hinksey Parish Council
     Colin Ryde, Clerk to the Parish Council                                                       E-mail:  clerk@northhinksey-pc.gov.uk
      29 Long Close, Eynsham Road, Botley, Oxford OX2 9SG                                                                             Tel.  01865 861992 
                                                                             Web-site:  www.Northhinksey-pc.gov.uk
  AUGUST 2019
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT & WELLBEING COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY 8th AUGUST 2019 AT 7.00pm, IN THE NEW SEACOURT HALL, 2nd FLOOR GRANT THORNTON BUILDING, BOTLEY.
Present: Councillor Church (Chair) and Councillors, Kay, Potter, Berrett, Blase, Bastin, Dowie, Jones, and Mackeith.
In Attendance: C A Ryde, Clerk to NHPC.  
1     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

               None.
  2     DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

                 None.
3.     ELECTION OF A VICE-CHAIR

Councillor Bastin was nominated as vice chair by Councillor Kay; seconded by Councillor Mackeith and Elected by 5 for with Councillor Dowie abstaining.
4.     ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:

a). The remit for the Committee.

The Committee AGREED that there should be four key issues for this new committee in its’ initial work: 

· Climate change

· The Expressway 

· Environment related policies in the Neighbourhood Plan.

· Air Pollution and Green Spaces provided this did not overlap with the Recreation and Amenities Committee work 

Interactions with other relevant voluntary groups, primarily around biodiversity, would also be important.

It was AGREED that this remit should be review at the Committees first meeting in 20/20.
b). Neighbourhood Plan – update from Cllr Kay, and discussion on relevant sections of the emerging Plan.
The committee AGREED to take forward the priorities recommended in the neighbourhood plan relevant to the      work of the Committee.
c). Oxford to Cambridge Expressway – update from Cllrs Church and Kay.

Councillor Kay reported that there had been 2 meetings of NAWPEG, the North and West Parishes Expressway Group (a 3rd to take place on 9th September) and they intended to hold 3 public meetings ahead of the proposed route announcements in the Autumn 2019. 
d). Air pollution.

      The Committee AGREED to develop a more coherent approach to pollution monitoring and:
· invite the Oxair group to a future meeting

· asked Councillor Church to write to Councillor Smith requesting an overview of The Vale of White Horses pollution monitoring.

· the issue should be discussed further at the next meeting.   

e). Climate Action and the NHPC Climate Change Policy.

 The Committee discussed 3 areas.

 Policy and advocacy work; The committee noted that Parish Councils were now recognised as lobbying bodies
 Local low-carbon and Infrastructure.

The Committee AGREED to Councillor Bastin investigating how a 20mph speed limit could be introduced     throughout the Parish. Councillor Berrett AGREED to enquire about the Botley to Eynsham Cycleway and report back to the Committee.  
  Public Engagement (getting messages out)
It was AGREED that the NHPC Communications Committee would draft a poster for NHPC notice Boards and   the NHPC web site promoting existing climate change schemes.

It was AGREED that Councillor Mackeith investigate holding a “Green Fair” in the Seacourt Hall in Early November 2019; inviting interested parties to show case their Environmental awareness activities; so as to help inform Parishioners. Councillor Church AGREED to draft a proposal with a view to taking this to full Council on 12th September 2019, seeking funding for the event.
f). Vertical garden / living wall under A34 flyover – discussion on a proposal from Cllr Jones. 

 Councillor Jones proposed; Kay seconded and the Committee AGREED to Councillor Jones investigating the installation of a vertical garden and to report findings to a future meeting.
        
5.     DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 18th September @ 7pm
Fin as posted 
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