
NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE OPEN MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 2018, AT 8.00PM, IN THE NEW SEACOURT HALL, (OLD GRANT THORNTON BUILDING), BOTLEY.

Present:
  The Chairman of the Parish Council Councillor D. Kay and Councillors L. Berrett, J Bolder                                   Mrs. V. Carr, C. Church, Mrs. A. Dykes, L.ardimanH Kunzemann, C. Potter, A. Pritchard and A. Rankin and representatives from Cumnor, Islip, Kennigton, Radley and South Hinksey Parish Councils.
County Councillor J Roberts joined the meeting at 9pm.
Others Present:    A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk) and C A Ryde (new Parish Clerk) and one member of the public.

The Chairman announced that the meeting would be audio recorded.  He asked for anyone recording the meeting to comply with the Parish Council’s guidelines.  
18/94         APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

     Apologies were received from Councillors Ms. A. MacKeith, R. Mayne and County Councillor E Smith
18/95         DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
                  There were no declarations of interest. 
18/96         APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
                  i).   The minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on THURSDAY 18th OCTOBER 2018, 
                         were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.                         
                 ii).   The minutes of the PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETINGS held on THURSDAY 20TH                        
                         SEPTEMBER, THURSDAY 11TH OCTOBER AND THURSDAY 1ST NOVEMBER
                         were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of The Parish Council 
18/97         APPROVAL/CONSIDERATION OF OTHER COMMITTEE MINUTES
             i).   The minutes of the REMEMBRANCE DAY COMMITTEE MEETING held on THURSDAY 18h 
                    OCTOBER 2018, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish 
                    Council.     

            ii).   The amended minutes of THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON 
                    THURSDAY 22ND NOVEMBER, were agreed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of The

                      Parish Council 
18/98         URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH
a) Supplementary Estimates Requests –Approval for the 2018/19 Revised Estimates                 

The incumbent RFO (AJ Stone) guided Councillors through the previously circulated list of expenditure recommended by F&GP and answered their questions.

Councillor D. Kay proposed and Cllr C Church seconded the motion to accept the Supplementary Estimates requests, which was unanimously ACCEPTED by Council.           

18/99          OXFORD CAMBRIDGE EXPRESSWAY
                  The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor D. Kay said that he and Cllr C Church had attended the

                   the drop in meeting at the West Oxfordshire Community Centre on 23rd November to review the  
                   Expressway proposals. He summarised his and Cllr Church’s views as to what they had seen and discussed.

                  He thanked the representatives from other neighbouring Parish Councils present at the meeting and asked

                    them to share their views on the Expressway proposals.
                    North Hinksey PC  
                    Cllr Kay stated that the NHPC doubted the overall case for the expressway favouring the Rail link to  

                    Cambridge (Cllr Pritchard added that he felt very few people would actually travel the whole length 
                    of an Expressway) and that NHPC had particular concerns about any proposal to widen the A34 

                    through Botley. Cllr Pritchard expressed the view that as Highways England were a higher body than 

                    District Councils, representations should be made to local MP’s. He also flagged a decision by
                    Buckhamshire CC, to not support part of the proposed Oxford Cambridge Rail Link     
                    Kenninngton 
                    Cllr Cobb agreed with the points raised by NHPC, adding that Kennington also had  
                    concerns about the number of new houses associated with the Expressway and questioned why an                                                 
                     Expressway was needed when there was a proposal to develop an Oxford Cambridge Rail link
South Hinksey
Cllrs Goodhead and Jones said they had the impression that Highways England had not appreciated that The A34 was Oxford’s Ring Road and the effect problems on the A34 had on the City 
they raised problems with air quality, proximity of schools to the A34 and the impact of housing additions on infra structure. They also raised the preserved status of the so called; Matthew Arnold Gate and the limitations this would place on proposals to widen the A34 through Hinksey/Botley. The Clerk undertook to ask The Botley Traffic Advisory Committee for recent air quality reports that he would pass onto South Hinksey PC.

Action: The Parish Clerk to contact VWHDC for the latest copies of the air quality reports 
Islip:  Cllr Collins said Islip were concerned about housing proposals around the village and up to the A34.They felt there was a need for the North of the County to organise input to the debate as the South Oxfordshire Parishes were now supporting the proposed western route option. 
Cllr Church said that he hoped the NO Expressway Alliance would hold a major event in the spring to draw opinions together.
Cumnor: Cllr Vine said that Cumnor had been keeping a watching brief. They appreciated the problems associated with the A34 but felt proposals to make the A420 part of the Expressway (especially the proposed Cumnor Park and Ride) would have a more adverse effect on their Parish.
Radley: Cllr Henderson said that Radley had always been against the Expressway, doubting its cost benefit which had recently been reduced to almost Zero. Radley were also concerned about the volume of additional houses proposed. 

Cllr Kay thanked the meeting for the comments raised. The meeting went onto agree NHPC would, in their December Council meeting, establish details of a public meeting solely devoted to this topic in early 2019, and that Cllr Kay 
                     should subsequently invite Matt Stafford from Highways England; to an open PC meeting in  Cllr Kay also undertook to circulate to other Parish Councils the date of that meeting and suggestions as to how feedback to Highways England could be coordinated.

                     Action: Cllr Kay to arrange M Stafford of The Highways Agency to attend a public meeting with 
other Parish Council representatives, sometime in early 2019 after Council have agreed the date and other details at the December 2018 meeting.   
 

18100         MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
                   David Wyatt:  raised a question about the Neighbourhood plan and the use of the phrase “publically       
                   accessible “on page 26 of the appendices and the inclusion of viewpoints 3 and 11in the appendices. He was 
                   concerned that the wording was not the correct legal description; drawing attention to the difference              
                   between publically accessible and legal right of way. The two viewpoints  
being queried were on land owned by Brookes University and the Oxford Preservation Trust, and although the former had objected in the public consultation, the position of the Trust regarding public access to the field in question had not been ascertained by Mr Wyatt. 
                   Cllr Kay said that while he understood Mr Wyatt’s concerns, he felt that as the wording had 
                   been passed by the working group who were responsible for the viewpoints Policy, and approved by The VWHDC planning officer; it was now for the 

                   Independent planning inspector to comment first before any further changes could be made. Cllr Kay also emphasised that regarding the two viewpoints, the landowners would be able to query this with the Independent Examiner should they wish to do so.
18/101        QUESTIONS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
                 There were no questions raised by councillors.  
18/102         REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
                  County Councillor
                  County Councillor Mrs. J. Roberts spoke about traffic problems in North Hinksey lane saying that she 
                   would support a bid to the Communities Fund for recommended improvements. The Clerk confirmed     
                   these issues would be raised at Botley Traffic Advisory Committee.                      
                  District Councillors
                   Cllr David Kay read out a brief report from District Councillor Mrs. E. Smith.
18/103        ACTION REVIEW FROM THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
                  18/16   COUNCIL MATTERS  
                              8). Data Protection. 
                              Action:  All Data Controllers to produce IRPA data log sheets for their details for
                              the June 2018 meeting, detailing what data they received and what they did with it.      
                              Action:  As this matter needed sorting out quickly, the Chairman of the Parish 
                               Council, Councillor D. Kay asked that councillors concerned came back to him by 
                               by the Parish Council meeting on 20th December     

18/104        CLERKS REPORT
             Councillors NOTED the following reports and further information could be obtained from the 
             Parish Clerk.
             1). Playing Fields
                    Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks – these were now being carried out by M Rankin while Mr  
                    Cranston was absent
             2).   Courses/Meetings/Correspondence/Consultation Documents and Advice – Details for 
                    Information 
                    Councillors NOTED the following details.  Further information from the Parish Clerk.
                         1). Notice Board North Hinksey Village
                               That the type and location of the proposed notice board in North Hinksey Village.
                                had been agreed.
                    2). Tree on North Hinksey Village Green
                          Layla Moran MP had planted a silver birch sapling on the village green on Friday 2nd November
                          .

18/105         COUNCIL MOTIONS
                              There were no council motions

18/106         COUNCIL MATTERS     

                  1). Neighbourhood Plan – Final Submission Version
                        The Chairman, Cllr D. Kay introduced Mr D Wyatt to the meeting who spoke to Policy
                         to policy BU1 concerning input from Oxford Brookes University to the plan.
                        While some comments about the immediate Harcourt Hill Campus were noted; Cllr Kay
                        asked that a letter supporting the substantive elements of the plan be sought from Oxford Brookes 
                         University.



Councillors then discussed whether they were satisfied that the Submission Version of the Neighbourhood Plan (including all support documents) was considered to be ready for approval by Council and subsequent submission to the Vale. It was noted that Ronan Leydon (Vale Planning Officer) had sent a letter to Council (as circulated to Councillors in advance) which confirmed support for the Neighbourhood Plan and stated that it was now considered by him to be ready for submission.

Proposed Cllr D. Kay, seconded Cllr Mrs A. Dykes Councillors Unanimously AGREED the motion to approve the Submission Version of the North Hinksey Parish Neighbourhood Plan 2031, and to support its submission to the Vale for Independent Examination and a subsequent public referendum.

Action: The Chairman, Cllr Kay to formally submit all Neighbourhood Plan documents to the Vale.
                      2). OXFORDSHIRE County Council Pension Plan
                               Councillors were asked support the Parish Clerk Colin Ryde’s application to join the  

                               the Oxfordshire County Councils (OCC)Pension Plan from 1st January 2019 and would meet

                               the necessary employers costs to the OCC fund
                               Proposed Cllr Kay, seconded Cllr Bolder. Councillors Unanimously AGREED                    
                               the motion to support Colin Ryde’s application to join the OCC pension plan and meet             
                                the necessary costs to the OCC fund
                            Action: The Parish Clerk to make an application to the OCC Pension Plan
                      3).   Complaint about the Conduct of a Parish Councillor 

                             Councillors noted the disciplinary panel’s decision that no further action could be taken as the  
                             Councillor concerned was by default (by virtue of non-attendance) no longer a Councillor.
                             It was confirmed that the Councillor had been written to and e mailed on numerous occasions; 
                             advising of the issues but had failed to respond; even refusing to accept a to be signed for 
                             letter. The Panel‘s decision had not been influenced by 2 letters received from solicitors acting 
                             on behalf of the Councillor. While no further action would be taken, the issue would be lodged  
                             with the VWHDC, noting that should the individual become a Parish Councillor again; then  
                             a future Parish Council may wish to pursue the complaint .The Clerk was asked to write to the   
                            complainants, former Councillor and the VWHDC; advising of the panel’s decision.
                       4).    Draft Timetable and Programme of 2018/19 Meetings 
                                                 Cllr D Kay proposed and Cllr A Rankin seconded the motion to accept the timetable and programme.

                                 Councillors unanimously ACCEPTED the motion.                            
                              5).   The Budget Process for 2018/19 Revised Estimate, the 2019/2020 Original Estimate 
                         and the calculation of the Precept for 2019/2020 
                         Council noted that the Finance and General Purposes committee had reviewed the budget                      
                         which would be reported for discussion and approval at the 20th December 2018 Parish Council
                         meeting.                      
                       6).    An update on the Rejuvenation Project and Ecological Survey 
                               Councillor Potter summarised the previously circulated and tabled Ecological Survey as having 
                               no overarching concerns save for the need to reduce the effect of run off from hard standing  
                               surfaces onto the lower field and Fen Area. The need for an appropriate design for the latter    
                               would be passed to Nortoft so as to be incorporated into the planning application. There were 
                               no bats on site and a low potential for the Pavilion but it had been recommended that a proper 
                               survey be undertaken in May 2019. It had been recommended the Fen land Area be reviewed
                               in the Spring as it was due for a review then  . It was noted that there were no concerns of an 
                               ecological nature in The Upper Field but expressed a desire if possible to widen the wildlife
                               corridor and where possible reduce light spillage.
                               Councillors Pritchard and Carr thought that there needed to be more work. Councillor   
                               Potter confirmed that what had been presented was a preliminary review of a previous report 
                               sufficient to accompany the  planning application and that more detailed work would follow
                               and there could be further discussions at subsequent Council meeting.
                               Cllr V Carr sought and was given reassurance that more detailed work would be undertaken

                               In Spring 2019                                                   
                                                                                        .
                       7).    New Playing Field Equipment – Upper Playing Field

                               The Chairman of the Recreation and Amenities Committee, Councillor C. Potter
                                 informed the meeting that HAGS were awaiting delivery of part of the Zip 
                                Wire and therefore there would be a slight delay, and we do not currently know the  actual start date. It was hope that the installation would take between   
                                1 and 2 weeks. It was planned to undertake a localised leaflet drop to advise residents of the  
                                nature and duration of the work . Arrangements would be made outside the meeting as regards 
                                opening gates for contractors.                                                                                                  
                        8). Vandalism at the NHNR Memorial Garden and LM Pavilion

                               Councillors noted the extent of the vandalism and that the letters SRB had appeared elsewhere in  
                                the Parish. The Clerk noted a request from Cllr Pritchard to investigate the possibility of 
                                refurbishing the vandalised benches in the NHNR Memorial Garden.          
                     9).    New Parish Council Website 

                               Councillor L Berrett informed Councillors that the new Parish Website was no fully functioning 
                               and that herself and The Clerk had received training. To date the site had received 10% referrals  
                               via social media compared to 5% previously. Cllr Berrett asked Councillors to report any errors
                               or omissions. 
                     10).   Remembrance Day Service 2018
                               Councillor V Carr expressed thanks to everyone who had worked to make the 2019  
                               Remembrance Service such a success. Alan Stone was thanked for his work over the many years 
                               that he had been associated with the service. The speaker (Mr Alan Pope) had feedback how                              
                               honoured he had been to have been asked to contribute and a letter of thanks had been received

                               from the MP Layla Moran .The local schools had also made positive remarks about the children’s 
                               poetry competition .A certificate had been given to every child and prizes to those whose work
                               had been commended. 
                     11).    Councillors Surgeries

                                 Councillors undertook to consider this item at their next meeting.
                                 Action: Parish Clerk to add topic to December 20th Parish Council Agenda
              12).   Temporary Seacourt Hall (Grant Thornton Building) and proposed New Seacourt Hall
                           Community Hub
a) New Seacourt Hall Community Hub
                              Cllr Berrett reported that there had been some structural and minor internal design changes 
                               agreed at the last Tenant’s Gateway meeting. These included access to the kitchen from 
                               more than one of the rooms which it was felt would make the rooms more attractive to   
                               those hiring the spaces and these changes would be reported in more detail at the next PC.
                           b) Temporary Seacourt Hall (Grant Thornton Building)
                               Councillor Kay informed the meeting of the problems that had led to the lease on the 
                               temporary Seacourt Hall Building not being signed . 
                              The Chairman Cllr Kay, proposed and Cllr Berrett seconded the motion that the Chairman 

                              and Clerk be authorised to appoint a replacement managing agent. Councillors unanimously

                              SUPPORTED the motion.        

                 13) Bridleway (NHPC 4 – Lime Road to the top of LM Playing Field
                              Councillors Potter and Kay reported that they had met with a representative of OCC to    
                              discuss OCC’s proposals level off and improve the Bridleway at the top of the top Louise 
                              Memorial Field sating that the proposed work would not affect the upper field. It was thought
                              the proposed improvements could help alleviate run off flooding to Lime Road. Councillors    
                              raised NO OBJECTIONS to the proposed work.                   
                          
                  SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 
    18/107    URGENT BUSINESS
a) Supplementary Estimate requests – Approval for the 2018/2019 Revised Estimates 
               The Clerk summarised the supplementary estimates which would be reviewed in detail at the 

               December 20th Parish Council meeting. 
b) Accounts Payable
           Date         Ch. No.  Payee
                        Expenditure

                           Amount


  24/10/18
102967
HM Revenue & Customs   I/Tax & NI July/Sept. 2018

£1,645.87

  24/10/18
102968
Information Comm.
Registration 2018/19


£     40.00           



  24/10/18
102969
A. J. Stone
New Parish Phone, Wireless Mouse and
£   123.52
                                                                                          Laptop Carry Case for new Parish Clerk

  24/10/18
102970
Seacourt Hall M/C
Rent for 2018/2019


£   700.00

  24/10/18
102971
B. Cranston
P/T Caretaker LMPF/Pav. Oct. 2018
£   198.05

  24/10/18
102972   C. Ryde
Parish Clerk Designate Net pay Oct 2018 £   865.68 

  24/10/18
102973
A. J. Stone
Parish Clerks Net pay Oct 2018 

£1,410.31

  05/11/18
102974
Mrs. V. Carr
Re-imbursement of Rem. Day Awards
£     48.57
 
  21/11/18
102975
Oxon CC Pension Fund
Pension Cont’s – October 2018 

£   531.64
               21/11/18
102976
T. H. Neale 
Grass Cutting – October 2018 

£   306.00
               21/11/18
102977
BBG Garden &Tree Care
Grass Cutting P/Fields – October 2018
£   198.00
               21/11/18
102978
G. Sillman
Repair to Gate Lower P/Field

£   110.00
               21/11/18
102979
Kitson Consulting
New Parish Council Website

£1,664.00
               21/11/18
102980
Radio Cherwell
Audio System Rem. Day Service

£   150.00
               21/11/18
102981
Oxon County Youth
Music at Rem. Day Service 

£   130.00 
                                               Brass Ensemble 
               21/11/18
102982
Botley W.I.
Beverages etc after Rem. Day Service
£     50.00
               29/11/18
102983
A. J. Stone
Pension Fund Investment Transfer
£6,466.00 

  29/11/18
102984
Nortoft Partnership Ltd.
Final Payment re: Rejuvenation Project
£3,500.00  

                 29/11/18
102985
M. Rankin
Emergency Caretaker Cover – Oct 2018 
£   156.72
               29/11/18
102986
B. Cranston
P/T caretaker Fees to 11/11/2018

£     72.73
               29/11/18  102987
C. Ryde
Parish Clerk (Designate) November 2018
£1,254.28
               29/11/18  102988   A. J. Stone
Parish Clerk Net Pay November 2018
£1,436.31


                                                                                                                                               Total     £21,057.68
Council approved the above expenditure totalling £21057 
18/108         OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED
                  
                There were no other documents or letters received 
18/109         DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
             13th December 2018      Planning Committee (7.45pm)
             20th December 2018      Parish Council (7.30pm)   

The Chairman, Councillor D. Kay then informed the meeting that Council was required to pass the 
resolution under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 Section1, extended by the Local 
Government Act 1972, Section 100, that the following item was confidential as it involved a report on the 
initial investigation of complaints against a Parish Councillor, and as such the press and public are 
excluded from this part of the meeting.
Councillors SUPPORTED the resolution.
The open meeting closed at   10.07 pm
2

