NORTH HINKSEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 23rd JULY 2015, AT 8.00PM, IN THE SEACOURT HALL, BOTLEY.

Present:
                The Chairman of the Parish Council Councillor D. Kay and Councillors Mrs. P. Allen, 
                             L. Berrett, Ms. J. Bolder, Mrs. V. Carr, C. Church, Mrs. A. Dykes, Mrs. J. Hammett,  
                             Ms. L. Kunzemann, Ms. A MacKeith and Ms. R. Mayne.
                                                         
Others Present:    District Councillor Mrs. E. Smith, 5 members of the public and A. J. Stone (Parish Clerk).

The Chairman announced that the meeting would be audio recorded and asked anyone recording the meeting 
to comply with the Parish Council’s guidelines.  

15/34  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

 Apologies were received from Councillors A. Hardiman, C. Potter and A. Pritchard.  
15/35   
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
                   There were no declarations of interest.
15/36         APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF:

          i).   The PARISH COUNCIL MEETING, held on THURSDAY 25th JUNE 2015, were 
          AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.       
   ii).  The PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING, held on THURSDAY 18th JUNE 2015, were
          AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.      
15/37         APPROVAL OF OTHER COMMITTEE MINUTES 
          i).   The REMEMBRANCE DAY COMMITTEE MEETING, held on THURSDAY 18th JUNE 
          2015, were AGREED as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman of the Parish 
          Council.   
                
15/38         URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
                   It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that the following items could be considered as urgent 
                   business as they needed a decision before the next parish Council meeting in September 2015.

                   a).  Report of the Parish Clerk in relation to the Louie Memorial Pavilion - Internal Roof 
                          Repairs   (This item was taken within agenda item 15/44/12 – Council Matters) 
                          This report is urgent as it relates to newly identified interior ceiling problems in the 
                          showers and changing rooms that need to be undertaken before September 2015, the 
                          start of the football season and the re-commencement of the Youth Club nights.  The 
                          repair work will require the electrical circuit to all lighting in the building to be turned 
                          off for the duration of the works.  The next meeting of the Parish Council is not until 17th 
                          September 2015.   (See circulated report)

                          The Parish Clerk and Martin Dowie (LM Pavilion Caretaker) explained the that the roof repairs 
                          at the pavilion had been finally completed but this now left outstanding ceiling repairs (with 
                          associated electrical work) which needed to be done as a matter of urgency, by 31st August.
                          In relation to the ceiling works the plasterer had already been contracted to replace a 
                          small area of the ceiling, but following the roof repairs it had become clear that the internal 
                          ceiling problem was greater than originally identified.  The electrician was also contracted to 
                          replace the electrics for the original ceiling repair.  Due to the deadline for having this 
                          additional work undertaken and in the knowledge that both contractors quotes for the original 
                          work had been accepted, council was asked to agree that additional quotes should be 
                          sought from the two contractors in question as they were already familiar with the work 
                          required.  Provided they were reasonable the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council, the 
                          Chairman of the R. & A. Committee and the Parish Clerk could agree to accept them and both 
                          quotes were acceptable.  Councillor C. Church felt that further quotes should have been 
                          obtained.
                          Councillor D. Kay proposed and Councillor J. Bolder seconded the resolution that 
                          Council AGREES due to the urgency of the works and the fact that the current 
                          contractors are already contracted to do similar work at the LM Pavilion additional     
                          quotes should be sought from the two contractors in question and provided they were 
                          considered reasonable the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council, the Chairman
                          of the R. & A. Committee and the Parish Clerk could agree to accept them’.  
                          Councillors voted by 7 votes to 0 votes (with 4 abstentions Councillors L. Berrett, 

                          C. Church, L. Kunzemann and R. Mayne) to SUPPORT the motion. 
                          Action:  The Parish Clerk to contact both contractors for quotes.
                   b).  Clarification of Standing Order 72 – ‘Dealing with the Press’

                          The Chairman of the Parish Council has asked that councillors debate and agree 
                          clarification of the following part of Standing Order 72.

                          All dealings with the press should be channelled via the Parish Clerk, who will then 
                          direct the press to the appropriate representative of the Parish Council..............
                          The current standing order at 72 c). covers Councillor Involvement with the press.

                          The discussion will include specific references to issues raised by Councillors 
                          Mrs. V. Carr and Mrs. J. Hammett relating to a recent Oxford Mail article about the 
                          Leisure Working Group”.
                 The Parish Clerk clarified what the council’s Standing Order covered and that councillors had to 
                          abide by its interpretation.  Councillors then discussed the issues raised by Councillors Mrs. 
                          Carr and Mrs. Hammett.  Councillor C. Potter confirmed she had not spoken to the Oxford Mail 
                          nor given them permission to use her name in any quotes.  It was agreed the Standing Order 
                          identified the process to be followed and the Chairman, Councillor D. Kay AGREED to write to 
                          the Oxford to remind them of the council’s press procedures and ask that they do not issue any 
                          further articles quoting councillors or the council, without express permission.   
                          Action:  The Chairman, Councillor D. Kay to write to the Oxford Mail.            
 15/39          MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC  
                    John Marriott  
                    'Can the Chairman clarify the reasons why the two District Councillors want to bring their 
                    reports to an earlier part of future PC meetings?  What are the reasons for this as it hasn't been 
                    made public? This appears to be a waste of precious time'.                
                    The Chairman, Councillor David Kay

                    Explained the reasoning behind the proposal to bring forward the County and District Councillors 
                    reports to an earlier part of the meeting. 
 15/40          QUESTIONS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS
                     There were no questions.

15/41          ACTION REVIEW FROM THE LAST PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

                    15/27  Clerks Report
                                a).  Meeting with Cumnor Parish Council and Persimmon Homes
                                      Action:  The Parish Clerk arranged for Councillor A. Pritchard (Chairman of the 
                                      Planning Committee) to attend the meeting.         

                    15/29  Council Matters
                                2).  Proposed Western Conveyance Scheme
                                      Action:  Councillors attended the presentations.
                               3).  Councillors’ Surgeries
                                      Action:  Councillors L. Berrett, Ms. J. Bolder, Mrs. J. Hammett and 
                                      Ms. L. Kunzemann attended the surgery on 23rd July 2015.     
                               7).  Neighbourhood Plan
                                      Action:  Councillor D. Kay has arranged for a request for additional help in 
                                      preparing the Neighbourhood Plan to be put on the Parish Council web-site.
                             10).  Louie Memorial Playing Fields - Recent Incidents
                                      Action:  Councillor C. Potter had spoken with PC Carl Bryant and would  arrange 
                                      for a further meeting with Councillors Mrs. V. Carr, Mrs. J. Hammett, C. Potter and 
                                      PC Carl Bryant.
 15/42          CLERK’S REPORT
                    Councillors NOTED that: -
                   1).   Playing Fields
                          Scheduled Playing Field Safety Checks – Update
                          Martin Dowie had reported that the play equipment was in working order.    

                   2).   Courses/Meetings/Consultation Documents, Advice and Correspondence – Details 
                          for Councillors Information
                          Councillors NOTED that the Council had received/sent the following details, 
         a).   Persimmon Homes – Had agreed to attend the September meeting of the Parish 
               Council to talk to councillors about the North Hinksey stage of their housing 
               development off Tilbury Lane.

         b).   BDO External Auditors – Had notified the council that they had no issues with the 
               audited 2014/2015 accounts.   (Also agenda item Council Matters 15/44/1).

         c).   Thames Valley Police Open Day – Saturday 8th August 2015 – The Forces Open Day 
               was aimed at promoting greater understanding of the work of the various departments 
               and specialist roles within the forces and there would be displays, talks exhibits and 
               family activities throughout the day at Sulhamstead Police training Centre, Nr. 
               Reading.  
        d).    The Pensions Regulator  - Had notified the Parish Council that it is statutorily required 
                to enrol its staff in a pensions scheme from 1st August 2016  (Also agenda item 
               15/44/3)  
        e).    VWHDC - Botley Supplementary Planning Documentary Page – Councillors noted that 
               this could be accessed on their website through the following link 
               www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/botleyspd or via the planning policy website which had a link 
               to their supplementary planning documents and the page would be updated with further 
               details (consultation documents, events, etc) in due course.
                The consultation period would run for 5 weeks from 21 August to the 25 September 
               2015, to allow the majority of the consultation to take place outside of the summer 
               holiday period.
15/43          COUNCIL MOTIONS     
                      1).  Provision of Tea, Coffee and Biscuits at Parish Council Meetings
                            Councillor Ms. L. Kunzemann proposed and Councillor Ms. J. Bolder seconded the 
                             following motion, ‘that at future council Parish Council meetings refreshments (tea, coffee 
                            and biscuits) are provided for all attendees, including members of the public.  The expected 
                            cost will be less than £5 per meeting and all councillors would contribute to a ‘start up 

                            fund’ and whenever necessary after that.  There would also need to be a rota of who buys 
                            milk etc. and to ensure the washing up is done’   
                            Councillors debated this motion and gave for and against the merits of this proposal. Councillor 
                            C. Church felt it would make meetings more welcoming and help attendances.  Councillor 
                            Ms. A. MacKeith wondered whether it should be expanded to cover surgeries.  There was 
                            no agreement in relation to contributions as it was acknowledged that any contributions from 
                            councillors and beverage making duties would be on a voluntary basis.  
                            Councillors L. Berrett, J. Bolder offered to make the beverages for the first meeting and 
                            Councillors AGREED by 7 votes to 3 votes (Councillor Mrs. J. Hammett abstained from 
                            voting) to SUPPORT the motion.
                          Action:  Councillors Judi Bolder and Lorna Berrett volunteered to provide 
                          refreshments prior to the start of the September 2015 Parish Council meeting.
                    2).  Speaker at a Future Parish Council Meeting 
                          Councillor C. Church proposed and Councillor L. Berrett seconded the following motion 
                          ‘that this council invites Charlotte Eisenhart, Improvement & Development Manager, 
                          National Association of  Local Councils to speak at the September meeting on 
                          developments in the work of Parish Councils’.

                          Councillor C. Church informed the meeting that he believed associated costs                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            would a maximum
                          of £40.00.  Some councillors felt that it would be more relevant to invite speakers from 
                          the O.A.L.C. rather than the national body.
                          When put to the vote councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the motion.
                          Action:  Councillor C. Church to contact Charlotte Eisenhart, Improvement & 
                          Development Manager, National Association of  Local Councils to establish when 
                          she would be able to talk to the Parish Council on developments in the work of Parish 
                          Councils’.
                    3).  The Best of Botley Event
                          Councillor C. Church proposed and Councillor L. Berrett seconded the following motion

                          ‘that this council proposes to hold an event to celebrate community activity in Botley / 
                          North Hinksey as per the attached document, to be known as ‘The Best of Botley’, and to 
                          set up a working group to take this forward’.
                          Some councillors were concerned about a parishioners’ perception that the council would be 
                          paying to front a West Way Concern event.  Councillor C. Church explained that was not the 
                          intention as it was aimed at acknowledging the excellent work being done by the community. 
                          Councillors wanted to know further details, timings and likely costs and it was suggested that
                          a working party should be set up to report back to the council. 
                          Councillors AGREED by 7 votes to 0 votes (Councillors Mrs. P. Allen, Mrs. V. Carr, 
                          Mrs. A. Dykes and Mrs J. Hammett abstained from voting) to SUPPORT the setting up 
                          of a working group to report back on timings, costs etc.
15/44
 COUNCIL MATTERS
                   1).  ‘Annual Return’ 2014/2015 – Considerations of Sections 1, 2 and 3
                          Councillors NOTED that: -
                          a).  The external auditors (BDO LLP) had completed the audit of the council’s accounts 
                                for 2014/2015 and signed them off as there were no material matters, (see page 2 of 
                                their report), which came to their attention, requiring the issuing of a separate report. 
                          b).  Council CONSIDERED and AGREED the following sections of the ‘Annual Return 
                                2014/2015’: -
                                Section 1 ‘Audited Accounts 2014/2015’, 
                                Section 2 ‘Annual Governance Statement 2014/2015’    and 
                                Section 3 ‘External Auditors Certificate and Opinion 2014/2015.                                     
                          c).  Council NOTED that a copy of the ‘Audited Accounts 2014/2015’, the ‘Annual Governance 
                                Statement 2014/2015, the ‘External Auditors Certificate and Opinion 2014/2015’ and the 
                                ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ had been displayed on the Jubilee Noticeboard (Precinct) 
                                from 7th July 2015 to 21st July 2015.  
                   2).  Updated Financial Regulations – Adoption By Council
                          The Parish Clerk and RFO confirmed that he had discussed those financial regulations that need 
                          updating with the Chairman of the Council and they had agreed the revised version circulated 
                          to councilors.  The Parish Clerk explained the reasons for the proposed changes.
                          Councillor Mrs. V. Carr proposed and Councillor Ms Louise Kunzemann seconded 
                          the resolution that Council adopts the revised Financial Regulations – July 2015. 
                          Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                   3).  Pensions Act 2008 – Statutory Automatic Enrolment 1st August 2016
                          Councillors NOTED the report from the Parish Clerk regarding the Parish Council’s statutory 
                          requirement under the Pensions Act 2008.
                   4).  Finance and General Purposes – Membership
                         Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Councillor C. Church should fill the vacant 
                          position on the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
                   5).  Request to Change the Position of Agenda Item – Reports from County and District 
                         Councillors 
                         Councillors debated the request from District Councillors Mrs. D. Hallett and Mrs. E. Smith 
                          to have the agenda item for their reports to be brought forward to an earlier part of the 
                          agenda and their reasons for the request.  County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden informed the 
                          meeting that she had not made a similar request. If councillors were minded to agree to the 
                          change the Parish Clerk suggested that it should be an agenda item after Questions Raised 
                          By Councillors.
                          Councillor C. Church proposed and Councillor L. Berrett seconded the motion that 
                          ‘the Reports from County and District Councillors agenda item is moved to follow the 
                          Questions Raised By Councillors agenda item’.
                          Councillors SUPPORTED the resolution by 8 votes to 0 votes (Councillors 
                          Mrs. V. Carr, Mrs. A. Dykes and Mrs. J. Hammett abstained from voting).
                   6).  Supplementary Estimate Request - Training for New Councillors – Roles and 
                          Responsibilities – Tuesday 8th September 2015, Civic Hall, Britwell Road, Didcot.
                          Cost £65.00 + VAT per person.
                          Councillors discussed the need for the recently appointed councillors (Councillors 
                          Ms. J. Bolder, L. Berrett, Ms L. Kunzemann, Ms R. Mayne and C. Potter) to receive 



                          training and agreed it would be beneficial to those concerned.
                          Councillor D. Kay proposed and Councillor C. Church seconded the motion that a 
                          supplementary estimate of £330.00 is approved to finance the attendance of the 5 
                          councillors at the training course on 8th September 2015.
                          Councillors UNANIMOUSLY SUPPORTED the resolution.
                          Action:  The Parish Clerk to arrange for the councillors to attend the course.
                          (NB:  The course has been oversubscribed.  A new course will be run in November 2015)
                   7).  Councillors’ Surgeries
                          Councillors L. Berrett, Ms. J. Bolder, Mrs. J. Hammett and Ms. L. Kunzemann were at the 
                          the surgery on 23rd July.  Although it had been widely advertised no parishioners had attended.
                          It was AGREED that Councillors D. Kay Ms. R. Mayne and C. Potter would still 
                          attend the surgery planned for Saturday 26th September 2015, between 10.00am and 
                          11.00am in the Seacourt Hall.
                          Action:  The Parish Clerk to advertise the surgery on 26th September, 2015.         
                   8).  Meeting with Persimmon Homes and Cumnor Parish Council 
                         Councillors D. Kay, A. Pritchard and the Parish Clerk reported on the items discussed 
                         at the meeting and reminded councillors that representatives from Persimmon Homes had
                         agreed to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council.
                   9).  West Way Re-Development Meetings
                          The Chairman, Councillor D. Kay reported  back on a recent meeting with Mace on 
                          Thursday 16th July, a meeting of the Seacourt Hall Management Committee on Monday
                          20th and further developments relating to the SPD.  
                 10).  Neighbourhood Plan
                          Councillor D. Kay gave a brief report on the steady progress being made by the working 
                          groups.  The Parish Clerk had advanced a repayable working float (£1,000) to allow the project 
                          to finance its expenditure. 
                 11).  Working Groups Reports – Web-Site
                          Councillors L. Berrett and D. Kay gave a verbal report on suggested changes to the council’s 
                          web-site.  Councillors sought more details and asked that a written report was produced for 
                          consideration at the September 2015 meeting.
                          Action:  Councillors L Berrett and D. Kay to bring a report of their proposals to the 
                          September 2015 meeting of the Parish Council.     
                 12).  Louie Memorial Playing Fields Requests
                          Councillors UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that that the Louie Memorial Pavilion 
                          Management Trust had permission to erect signs advertising the LM Pavilion.  
                 13).  Local Highways and Litter Issues
                          There were no new items and councillors NOTED that the Chairman of the Parish Council 
                          had suggested that after this meeting, there would no longer be an automatic agenda item for 
                          Local Highways and Issues as items often reported under this heading were repeats of previous 
                          comments.  If councillors had major issues they would need to raise them in advance of the 
                          finalisation of the agenda.     
                 14).  Brief Quarterly Reports from Chairs of Other Committees (Progress/Issues of Interest) 
                          It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to DEFER the reports to the council’s September 
                          meeting.

   15/45          ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
                      Ch. No.
 Payee
                             Expenditure
                                                      Amount  
                      102513
 BGG Garden-Tree Care  Grass Cutting LMPF’s – June 2015
            £    192.47
                      102514   
 T. H. Neale

   Grass Cutting – June 2015

            £    161.50
                      102515
 BDO LLP

   External Audit Fee 2014/2015

            £    360.00   
                      102516
 Rialtas Business Soln.
   Back Up Accountancy System Fee
            £    133.20
                      102517
 Sovereign Housing 
   Hire of Seacourt Road Hall for meeting           £      21.00
                      102518  
 Charterville Roofing
   Re-roofing part of LM Pavilion
            £ 2,556.00 
                      102519
 M. T. Dowie

   P/T Caretaker Fees – July 2015 
            £    245.00
                      102520
 A. J. Stone

   Net Salary July 2015+ 50% Broadband           £ 1,463.42
          


                                                                                            TOTAL                   £ 5,132.59  
        As it was 10.00pm and the meeting had run for 2 hours councillors UNANIMOUSLY 
        AGREED to suspend Standing Order 44 Length of Meetings (page 13 Standing Orders and 
        Chairmanship).            
        The meeting continued.
   15/46          REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
                      County Councillor
                      County Councillor Mrs. J. Godden confirmed the County would be running a series of events 
                      for Town and Parish Councils and would be consulting further on the future of Children’s Centres, 
                      Bus Subsidies and Dial a Ride.
                      District Councillors  
                      Their report had been circulated.

   15/47          OTHER DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS RECEIVED
                      There were no further documents or letters to report.

   15/48          DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
                      30th July 2015 

Planning Committee  (7.45pm)
                      20th August 2015 

Planning Committee  (7.45pm)  (Provisional)
                        3rd September 2015
Remembrance Day Committee  (7.00pm)
                        3rd September 2015 
Planning Committee  (7.45pm)
                      17th September 2015   
Recreation and Amenities Committee  (7.15pm)
                      17th September 2015 
Parish Council  (8.00pm)      
                      24th September 2015
Allotments Committee  (7.00pm)
                      24th September 2015 
Planning Committee  (7.45pm)
  
                      The meeting closed at 10.15pm

